bnly a powerful means of easing and accelerating man*s work
on the land, but also a means for creating cultivated soil.
Already before the war our country was ahead of all others
in degree of mechanization of agriculture; and the damage
the war caused in this sphere was terrific. This too is some-
thing they have not to cope with across the Atlantic. It is
not an easy matter to make good this damage; it calls for
great exertion of effort and determination on the part of
the people.
Our fields will receive more machines than they had before
the war. Our country will not only remain ahead of all others
in the mechanization of agriculture, but will run far further
forward in this respect. In conformity with the historic deci-
sion of the February 1947 Plenum of the Central Committee
of the C.P.S.U.(B.), in 1947 and 1948 our industry was to
provide  the rural  districts  with   100,000  tractors   and  the
rate of output was  to  increase after that. During the whole
five-year period our agriculture will be supplied with 32^,000
. tractors, and these will be more powerful and more perfect
than those that operated in the fields before the war. In addi-
tion, they will receive self-propelled harvester combines. The
Stalinets-6 is being put into the field.  This new harvester
combine had to be specially designed to harvest the tremen-
dous crops our advanced kolkhozes are   raising, for the old
type of harvesters were found unsuitable for them.   Inciden-
tally, it may be said that none of the American   harvester
combines would be able to cope with even what we regard as
an average kolkhoz crop.
Our country produces  the  largest  crops   in the  world.
At the beginning of the war, the crop   area in our coun-
try was aearly fifty per cent larger than before the revolu-
tion; and the main crop was not rye as it was in the old days,
but wheat,  which spread far out  of the southern   steppes,
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